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The reply brief filed March 16, 1998 has been entered and considered. The application ha 



been forw arded to the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences for decision on the appeal. 
2 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Jeffrey E Russel at telephone number (703) 308-3975. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:30 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. The examiner can also 
be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's superv isor 
Cecilia Tsang can be reached at (703) 308-0254. The fax number for Art Unit 1654 for formal 
communications is (703) 305-3014; for informal communications such as proposed amendments, 
the fax number (703) 305-7939 can be used. The telephone number for the Technology Center 1 
receptionist is (703) 308-0196. * * / 
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